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June 19, 2006

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $575,000 for key Pittsfield arts and cultural attractions that draw audiences and visitors to Berkshire County.

  Olver secured the funding in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on June 14.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding under HUDís Economic Development Initiatives program.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers would have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

$250,000 for Barrington Stage Company

  Barrington Stage Company (BSC) is a not-for-profit professional theatre company founded in 1995. In 2005, BSC purchased a vintage 500-seat Vaudeville theatre, the Berkshire Music Hall at 30 Union Street in Pittsfield, and began the process of relocating to the downtown. The company completed the move this spring and will open its 2006 season in the new theater.

  "Barrington Stage Company's move into downtown Pittsfield fits well into the overall economic revitalization that is happening here," Olver said. "The theater company greatly enhances other economic development efforts in the city and will provide even more of that positive energy that we are already seeing take hold in Pittsfield."

  BSC is renovating the Berkshire Music Hall to be used as its new Mainstage home and the accompanying 1850's Octagon House to be used as administrative offices. BSC can do much to jump start the economic revitalization in downtown Pittsfield. It will bring an audience of 35,000 to Pittsfield as well as create new jobs.

  For more information on this project, contact: Julianne Boyd, BSC, at 413 229-2076, ext. 101

$325,000 for Berkshire Museum

  The Berkshire Museum in downtown Pittsfield attracts 90,000 visitors each year from Massachusetts, New York, Vermont and Connecticut, as well as from around the country and world. More than 13,000 visitors are school children from Western Massachusetts, Eastern New York, Southern Vermont and Northern Connecticut.

    "Unlike many of the seasonal venues in Berkshire County, the Berkshire Museum provides services year-round, right here in downtown Pittsfield," Olver said. "It is an integral part of the life of local residents and a valuable community and educational asset. For many children who live here, a visit with their school class during school hours is the only museum experience they will have."

    The funding will assist the Berkshire Museum with several improvements including redesign of the interior and additions to the building for new interactive galleries, a new climate control system to allow the museum to display and protect its valuable collections and building restoration to revitalize the museum's grand historic 1903 building.

  The museum has a permanent collection of more than 25,000 objects of fine art, history and natural science ranging from Hudson River School paintings, Alexander Calder sculptures and ancient art and artifacts to unique natural science specimens and objects which explore the life and earth sciences, biogeography, and paleontology. The museum features 13,300 natural science specimens, which include rocks, minerals, fossils, insects, botanical materials and other items. A special feature of the museum is an aquarium, with two interactive touch tanks that invite hands-on study of live sea specimens.

    The museum was founded in 1903 by Zenas Crane of Crane &amp; Company paper makers in Dalton as a general museum for the people of Berkshire County, dedicated to educate, enrich and inspire through interactions with the arts, history and the natural world.

For more information about this project, contact:
 Stuart A. Chase, Executive Director, Berkshire Museum, at 413-443-7171  

 ###            

 1 / 1


